Government Affairs Round-up

9 bills passed, 2 already signed into law, 3 budget items

1.  State Budget:
a) PTET – all changes defeated
b) NYSDF license plates – Foundation funding secured
c) Medicaid – no dental Medicaid reimbursement reductions
2. Bills Signed Into Law in 2026: A)  Virtual Credit Cards – takes effect June 17, 2026; -- an opt-in law;  B) Dental Hygiene Collaborative Practice Expansion – takes effect June 19, 2027; dentist must authorize collaboration in expanded settings like FQHCs, appropriately equipped schools, veterans’ facilities, domestic violence shelters, IDD group homes, prisons, temporary housing facilities, drug treatment facilities, homebound residents who cannot be relocated, licensed voluntary foster care agency facilities.  Still includes Article 28s.
3. Other bills:
a) Dental loss ratio bill (a reporting bill) – passed Assembly and Senate/ to go to Governor for her action (Weprin/Skoufis) S.6254-B/A.3919-B
b) Noncovered services – insurers provide consumer notice dentists may not choose to discount/passed Assembly and Senate/to go to Governor for her action (Weprin/Bailey) S.5313-A/A.3687-B
c) PGY-1 reform bill – passed Assembly and Senate/to go to the Governor for her action (Paulin/Sepulveda) S.8401-B/A.10753-A
d) Codify Ciaramella Medicaid case bill – requires root canals, crowns, implants to be covered by Medicaid/passed Senate and Assembly/to go to Governor for action (Paulin/Cleare) S.3566/A.1931
e) Block anesthesia for dental hygienists bill – passed Assembly and Senate/to go to the Governor for action (Paulin/Harckham) S.5727/A.98
f) Cities Must Give Water Fluoridation Discontinuance Notice – passed Assembly and Senate/to go to Governor for her action (Burke/Ryan) S.8283-A/A.8680-A
g) Vaping Products Tax Bill – passed Assembly and Senate/to go to the Governor for her action/imposes tax on manufacturers and distributors of vaping products – 32 cents per milliliter presealed items or 8% of wholesale price on others (Solages/Comrie, Jr.) S.4527-B/A.4619-B.
h) Network leasing – allow dentists to choose networks/passed Assembly then recalled but returned to floor calendar as amended and passed a second time – minor language changes on “choosing not to allow” leasing/in Senate Insurance Committee (Weprin/Skoufis) S.7919-A/A.6650-A
i) Monroe County dental pilot program – pay for SMARTteeth app diagnostic services/passed Senate/in Assembly Health Committee (Lunsford/Cooney) S.3243-A/A.3071-A
j) Sales Tax Exemption oral hygiene products – passed Senate/in Assembly Ways and Means Committee (Woerner/Brouk) – S.985-A/A.2444-A
k) Vaccinations: 1) HPV – passed Senate/in Assembly Higher Education Committee (Weprin/Stavisky) S.4548/A.3892; 2) Emergency – not passed/in both Higher Education Committees (Weprin/Stavisky) S.6744-A/A.3894-A
l) Assignment of benefits – bill needs to add dental insurance (Solages) A.9281 in Assembly Insurance Committee– no Senate version yet (Cooney waiting on amendment)
m) Bruxism bill – insurance coverage (Lavine/Addabbo) not passed – in Insurance Committees/S.10606/A.11517
n) Endodontic services bill – insurance coverage (Lavine/Addabbo) not passed – in Insurance Committees/S.10607/A.11520
o) Foreign Trained Dentists bill – Not passed (Woerner/Stavisky) S.3966-A/A.3244-C – in both Higher Education Committees – bills no longer the same/Stavisky unaware of problems and when advised of them put a hold on the bill in Senate

Regulations:
a) Department of Health ionizing radiation – adopted as final on July 22, 2026, despite NYSDA comments filed against expensive accreditation idea.  Met with DOH too.
NYSDAPAC:
Start  $572,000          Spent  $343,000        On  hand  $229,000
