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RECOGNIZING THE LICENSED ORTHODONTIC ASSISTANT 
BACKGROUND STATEMENT:  New Jersey has a separate class of licensed dental assistants who are specifically trained to assist orthodontists. In New Jersey, Orthodontic Assistants are a distinct, credentialed role with clearly defined competencies, allowing them to perform a wide range of reversible, delegated orthodontic procedures under appropriate supervision. This not only enhances patient access to orthodontic care but also creates a stable, attractive career pathway that supports recruitment and retention. In contrast, New York currently has no dedicated licensure or recognition for orthodontic assistants, leaving practices unable to fully utilize trained staff and exacerbating the state’s already critical shortage of dental personnel. 
By recognizing and validating orthodontic assistants through standardized training, certification, and a defined scope of practice—New York could immediately expand its effective workforce, improve efficiency in orthodontic settings, and align itself with neighboring states that have modernized their dental team models without compromising patient safety. 
10. Resolved that NYSDA support and request that the NY Education Law and associated regulations be amended to accept the existing DANB certification of the Certified Orthodontic Assistant designation
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