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CDP - Dentist and Dental Hygienist Compact
 
BACKGROUND STATEMENT: At its 2024 House of Delegates (HOD) meeting, the NYSDA House adopted Resolution 14H-2024, requesting that the appropriate councils evaluate the Dentist and Dental Hygienist Licensure Compact model. The Board formally referred the resolution to the Council on Dental Practice for recommendations to the 2025 HOD. During the 2025 House of Delegates, the Council on Dental Practice sent forward a resolution in support of the Dental Compacts. The NYSDA House subsequently referred the resolution back to the appropriate councils, with a request for further recommendations to the 2026 HOD.

The Dentist and Dental Hygienist Licensure Compact does not grant a practitioner a national license. Its intent is to facilitate the interstate practice of dentistry and dental hygiene. It is an optional, additional pathway for practitioners to practice in states where they do not hold a license. The dentist or dental hygienist must apply for a compact privilege in each state where they wish to practice. The Compact contract contains criteria that must be met before a licensed dentist or dental hygienist can apply for Compact privilege. States retain control over who they license and scope of practice. The Compact preserves the licensure requirements of New York State while allowing the number of practicing dentists to increase.

Since becoming active in 2024, 12 states have joined the Compact and 9 states have pending legislation to join, including our neighboring states of Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New Hampshire and Massachusetts. The Compact would increase mobility for dentists who are relocating, especially for those who may spend winters in another Compact state. It would expand employment opportunities and promote workforce development. The passage of pending legislation in neighboring states would open opportunities for those dentists to practice in New York State as well.

Accordingly, the following resolution is being submitted for consideration:

14. Resolved, that NYSDA support New York State’s participation in the Dentist and Dental Hygienist (DDH) Licensure Compact to promote increased licensure mobility for dentists and dental hygienists.
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