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Thank you for allowing me to serve as your representative on the ADPAC Board. Advocacy is one of 
ADA’s most important functions and I’m honored and totally committed to moving our legislative 
agenda forward. I also want to thank the overwhelming majority of you for your generosity with your 
money, time, effort, and talent in advancing our cause. For those of you who have not been involved I 
hope you’ll join your colleagues in this very worthy effort. Because ADPAC can never compete dollar for 
dollar with big pharma, the insurance industry, and other big money players among the 76,000 PACs 
that currently lobby Congress, we achieve our goals by lobbying smarter and more efficiently. The ADA is 
a recognized and highly regarded lobby in Washington due to our branding, dedicated professional staff, 
sensible, bipartisan, patient centered legislative agenda, and our legendary member involvement. We 
use our other assets – Action Alert System, Lobby Day, ADA Townhouse and Senate Building, Dentists in 
Congress, and you, our boots on the ground to bolster our cash contributions. The Washington Post 
referred to our membership as the White Gloved Cavalry of the ADA.  

A political action committee is a group of people with shared interests who combine their resources in 
an effort to influence legislation. PACs collect money, distribute that money to elected officials in the 
form of campaign contributions, and engage in grassroots activism and political education to increase 
their sphere of legislative influence. Hard dollars (collected from individuals) are distributed to Members 
of Congress. Soft dollars (collected from dentists corporate accounts) are used for other PAC functions 
such as grassroots activism, independent expenditures (public outreach campaigns to support 
candidates) and political education. 100% of hard dollars contributed to ADPAC are distributed to 
Members of Congress. 

Thomas Jefferson stated: “We in America do not have a government by the majority. We have a 
government by the majority who participate.” Active participation by our dentist members has been the 
key to ADPAC’s remarkable success for decades. More than 2000 NYSDA dentists contributed to ADPAC 
last year, despite lost income due to Covid. Thank you for your steadfast support.  Approximately 75% of 
ADPAC revenues are derived from Basic Membership – the contribution which appears on your dues 
statement. The other 25% comes from Club Level contributions. NYSDA dentists contributed $119,023 in 
2021. NYSDA has frequently been cited at Lobby Day for its high contribution rate. I hope that we can 
continue this tradition. Southern states, particularly South Carolina, Florida, and Texas have really upped 
their games recently and are challenging our leadership position. At last year’s ADA House of Delegates, 
the South Carolina delegation had an amazing 100% Diamond Club Level ($1000) Participation. 
Members of Congress are under enormous pressure to raise funds. We can use our other assets to 
sweeten the deal but a check is essential for meaningful contact over time. 

In addition to direct campaign contributions, ADPAC has made a meeting place available to Members of 
Congress. Fundraising is prohibited on the Capitol grounds, so ADA purchased a historic townhouse at 
137 C Street SE -164 steps from the Cannon Congressional Office Building. The house is furnished with 
catering facilities for up to 40 people, several smaller meeting rooms, and a beautiful backyard garden. 
Members of Congress can arrange meetings, receptions, raise funds, or entertain large or small groups 
in the building. Federal Election Commission regulations stipulate that campaign committees must pay 



retail rates for goods and services provided them.  The fees they pay defray building costs making it 
revenue neutral for ADA.  ADA is reaping the benefits of a service its providing for elected officials with 
little or no out of pocket expenses. The venue has been such a popular and effective lobbying tool that 
ADA is now putting the finishing touches on another building on the Senate side of Capitol Hill. 

Attendance at Lobby Day this year was reduced by about half due to Covid travel concerns and the 
unpredictable opening date of Congressional office buildings. Over 200 Congressional offices were 
contacted either live or by Zoom. Five bills were featured. One has already passed the House and 
another is on the House floor now. Eighteen dental students filled out the depleted NYSDA delegation 
with resounding success. They were attentive, disciplined, articulate and very well received by 
Congressional staffers. Our Action Team Leader list will require rebuilding this year after our long Covid 
hiatus. Please contact me directly (917 826 4308 or mnperio1@gmail.com) if you or members of your 
component would like to participate.  

ADPAC has achieved several notable legislative victories this year:  

 Since McCarran Ferguson bill was signed into law more than 100 actions have been initiated against 
health insurance carriers by the Justice Department or Federal Trade Commission for anti-trust 
violations. The long term effects of this bill will increase competition among insurance carriers, suppress 
collusion, lower premiums, and end other insurance industry abuses to the benefit of dentists and 
patients alike. 

ADA successfully blocked inclusion of a dental benefit into Medicare Part B and then quickly pivoted to 
highlight our previously proposed Medicaid Dental Benefit Act of 2021 which would mandate 
comprehensive adult dental benefits in every state.  

The Ensuring Lasting Smiles Act (ELSA) featured at Lobby Day passed in the House with over 300 
bipartisan cosponsors – a super-majority. It presently has 40 cosponsors in the Senate. 

Meaningful legislation for Student Debt Relief has been elusive, although we have several bills in play. 
Sadly, the Administration seems to be highly focused on undergraduate student debt and Congress 
seems committed to income caps for debt relief regardless of the size of the debt. This Congress is 
accustomed to writing big checks, however, so some relief will hopefully be granted before the election. 

The Resident Education Deferred Interest (REDI) Act, which was featured on Lobby Day, is coming out 
onto the House floor. This bill would defer payments and suspend interest accrual on Federal student 
loans during residency training. If you haven’t already responded to the Action Alert sent out 
Wednesday afternoon, take out your phones now, go to www.actionalert.ada.org and send a message 
to your members of congress. It will take about a minute. Our Action Alert network has gotten a 
tremendous boost since 100’s of thousands of messages were sent during Covid. It’s an effective and 
very inexpensive way to lobby government. Please sign up and respond to every alert. 

A list of other legislative achievements and bills in the pipeline is attached to my report or you can go to 
www.ADA.org/advocacy and scroll down to 2021 Federal Legislative and Regulatory Accomplishments. 

The most frequent complaint that I receive from dentists is that ADPAC gives too much money to the 
“wrong party”, which can actually be either party depending on who’s complaining. We are the “Tooth 
Party” and are truly bipartisan. It’s impossible to lobby from one side of the aisle. Campaign 
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contributions change with the political climate and are determined by many variables including 
willingness to engage, committees served on, voting records, and ability to reach across the aisle to get 
things done. It’s logical to contribute more to the party in power or to contribute more to the party that 
views a particular bill more favorably. Powerful incumbents with safe seats also get high priority. ADPAC 
also supports a diverse array of congressional caucuses including Blue Dog Democrats, Problem Solvers 
Caucus, Congressional Hispanic Caucus, Congressional Black Caucus, Tuesday Group, and Republican 
Main Street Partnership as well as both the Democratic and Republican National Campaign Committees. 
Bills that are proposed by the ADA are almost always crafted so that they can be sponsored by members 
of each party. Bipartisan support is how most bills pass, so being identified as a partisan organization 
can have negative consequences. ADPAC is a big tent. 

In conclusion, I’d again like to thank you for your steadfast commitment to ADPAC. We’re using your 
money wisely and efficiently to advance the legislative agenda that the ADA has set for us. NYSDA 
consistently produces great leaders in dentistry and I would like to see us remain in that leadership role. 

Thank you for your support. 

Text ADPAC to 345345 to contribute – have your ADA number ready 

Go to www.actionalert.ada.org to sign up for action alerts 

Go to ADA.org/advocacy to follow our legislative and regulatory activities. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

http://www.actionalert.ada.org/


Congressional Bills
•	 McCarran	Ferguson	anti-trust	reform	bill	was	signed	into	law	in	January	of	2021.

•	 Successfully	advocated	against	an	expansion	of	Medicare	to	include	a	dental	benefit	under	Part	B	in	House	of	
Representatives	passed	Build	Back	Better	legislation.	At	the	same	time	raising	awareness	of	the	ADA	alternative	
proposal	to	serve	seniors	with	the	greatest	need	under	a	new	Medicare	section.

•	 Received	the	support	of	over	300	bipartisan	cosponsors	(a	supermajority)	and	40	bipartisan	Senate	cosponsors	for		
the	Ensuring	Lasting	Smiles	Act	(ELSA).	ELSA	would	require	all	private	group	and	individual	health	plans	to	cover	
medically	necessary	services	resulting	from	a	congenital	anomaly	or	birth	defect.	These	services	would	include	
inpatient	and	outpatient	care	and	reconstructive	services	and	procedures,	as	well	as	adjunctive	dental,	orthodontic,		
or	prosthodontic	support.

•	 Worked	to	introduce	the	Dental	and	Optometric	Care	(DOC)	Access	Act	in	both	the	House	and	the	Senate,	which	
would	prevent	dental	insurers	from	dictating	fees	a	participating	dentist	may	charge	for	non-covered	services.		
This	bipartisan	legislation	will	provide	greater	access	to	high-quality	care	by	helping	to	curb	anti-patient	and		
anti-competitive	practices	of	dental	insurance	plans.

•	 Supported	House	passage	of	the	PREVENT	HPV	Cancers	Act,	which	encourages	the	use	of	the	human	papillomavirus	
vaccine	in	order	to	reduce	the	risk	for	HPV-related	cancers.	The	ADA	continues	to	urge	the	Senate	to	prioritize	the		
bill	and	bring	it	to	the	floor	for	a	vote.

•	 Supported	the	introduction	of	the	Medicaid	Dental	Benefit	Act	of	2021,	which	would	make	comprehensive	dental		
care	a	mandatory	component	of	Medicaid	coverage	for	adults	in	every	state.	Currently,	less	than	half	of	the	states	
provide	“extensive”	dental	coverage	for	adults	in	their	Medicaid	programs.	Without	a	federal	requirement	the	optional	
adult	dental	benefit	is	sometimes	not	provided	by	states.

•	 Advocated	for	the	successful	introduction	of	the	POST	GRAD	Act,	which	would	allow	dental	students	to	take	
advantage	of	subsidized	federal	student	loans.

•	 Worked	with	House	staff	to	reintroduce	the	Health	Enterprise	Zones	Act	of	2021,	which	would	designate	areas	as	
Health	Enterprise	Zones	to	reduce	health	disparities	and	improve	health	through	tax	incentives,	grants,	loan	repayment	
opportunities	and	other	benefits.

•	 Supported	the	reintroduction	of	the	Indian	Health	Service	Health	Professions	Tax	Fairness	Act,	which	would	exclude	
from	gross	income	payments	under	the	Indian	Health	Service	Loan	Repayment	Program	and	amounts	received	under	
the	Indian	Health	Service	Scholarships	Program.

•	 Worked	with	Senate	staff	to	introduce	the	Strengthening	America’s	Health	Care	Readiness	Act,	which	would	provide	
a	one-time,	supplemental	appropriation	of	$5	billion	for	scholarship	and	loan	forgiveness	awards	through	the	National	
Health	Service	Corps	(NHSC).The	bill	would	also	establish	a	demonstration	project	to	harness	members	of	the	NHSC	
workforce	to	serve	in	emergency	capacities.

•	 Helped	secure	$800	million	for	NHSC	in	the	American	Rescue	Plan	Act	of	2021.

•	 Advocated	for	funding	in	the	American	Rescue	Plan	to	strengthen	community-based	efforts	in	the	Health	Resources	
and	Services	Administration	(HRSA),	which	led	to	the	allocation	of	$46	million	for	the	expansion	of	community-based	

2021 Federal Legislative and  
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primary	care	medical	and	dental	residency	programs	in	rural	and	underserved	communities.	The	new	funding	supports	
current	residents	in	Teaching	Health	Centers	(THCs),	new	community-based	primary	care	residency	programs,	and	
expands	the	number	of	full-time	equivalent	(FTE)	resident	positions	at	existing	and	new	THCs.

•	 Supported	the	introduction	of	the	Doctors	of	Community	Act	in	the	House	and	Senate.	The	bill	would	permanently	
authorize	the	Teaching	Health	Center	Graduate	Medical	Education	program	to	support	the	training	of	primary	care	
medical	and	dental	residents	with	a	focus	on	supporting	residents	in	high-need	communities.

•	 Supported	the	House	passage	of	the	Oral	Health	Literacy	and	Awareness	Act,	which	would	authorize	a	public	education	
campaign	across	all	relevant	programs	of	the	HRSA	to	increase	oral	health	literacy	and	awareness.	The	ADA	also	
supported	appropriations	funding	for	oral	health	literacy	at	HRSA.

•	 Supported	the	appointment	of	the	Chief	Dental	Officer	for	the	Centers	for	Medicaid	and	Medicare	Services	(CMS)	
through	the	federal	appropriations	process.	In	2021,	Dr.	Natalia	Chalmers	was	named	CMS’	first	ever	Chief	Dental	
Officer.	

•	 Advocated	for	provisions	in	the	American	Rescue	Plan	to	address	recovery	efforts	in	Indian	Country,	which	led	to	the	
appropriation	of	$2	billion	for	tribal	health	systems	due	to	lost	reimbursements	for	care	during	the	pandemic.	These	
funds	will	help	make	up	for	the	financial	loss	across	the	entire	Indian	health	system	due	to	reduced	patient	visits	and	
will	strengthen	long-term	health	care	in	Indian	Country	by	helping	the	Indian	Health	Service	(IHS)	tribal	and	urban	
Indian	health	programs	invest	in	higher	quality	provider	salaries	and	services	particularly	impacted	by	the	pandemic		
like	dental	health	care.

Provider Relief Funding
•	 Secured	dental	eligibility	in	additional	phases	of	the	Provider	Relief	Funds	(PRF).	

•	 Ensured	that	HRSA	distributed	funding	to	new	dentists,	including	reimbursing	smaller	providers	for	their	changes	in	
operating	revenues	and	expenses	at	a	higher	rate	compared	to	larger	providers,	and	bonus	payments	based	on	the	
amount	of	services	providers	furnish	to	Medicaid/CHIP	and	Medicare	beneficiaries.

Veterans 
•	 Signed	a	memorandum	of	agreement	with	the	Department	of	Veterans	Affairs	to	advise	the	Center	for	Care		

and	Payment	Innovation	on	scaling	and	communications	for	its	oral	health	pilot	program,	VETSmile.

•	 Advised	and	supported	VETSmile	as	it	launched	in	NYC	and	northern	NJ.	VETSmile	has	already	served	more	than		
475	unique	veteran	patients	at	NYU.

State Government Affairs (SGA)
•	 SGA	supported	18	state	societies	in	enacting	28	new	laws	to	positively	reform	dental	insurance.

Community Water Fluoridation
•	 Sent	letters	to	12	communities	facing	fluoridation	challenges;	80%	of	communities	facing	challenges	were	able	to	

reaffirm	water	fluoridation.

•	 Secured	favorable	recommendations	from	the	U.S.	Preventive	Services	Task	Force	for	primary	care	clinicians	to	apply	
fluoride	varnish	and	prescribe	fluoride	supplements	in	non-dental	settings.

•	 ADA	consulted	in	the	reformation	of	the	bill	to	focus	on	oral	disease	prevention	rather	than	a	limited	scope	of	
fluoridation	only.	USVI	passed	Bill	No.	34-0051	to	adjust	the	amount	of	fluoride	in	water	and	support	dental	in		
school-based	health.



•	 H.R.	3684:	Infrastructure	Investment	and	Jobs	Act.	ADA	sent	a	letter	to	include	fluoridation	in	the	scope	of	this	bill.	
Section	50112	includes	the	advancement	of	drinking	water	technologies.	Fluoridation	can	be	included	in	proposals	
related	to	technology	updates	to	drinking	water	systems.

•	 The	ADA	sent	a	letter	to	the	National	Academies	of	Science,	Engineering,	and	Medicine	(NASEM)	regarding	concerns	
related	to	the	Draft	National	Toxicology	Program	(NTP)	Monograph	on	fluoride	and	neurodevelopment.	On	February	
9th,	2021,	NASEM	released	their	reviewing	saying	there	are	worrisome	inconsistencies	in	the	monograph	and	advised	
the	NTP	to	revise	their	monograph.	The	NTP	never	released	a	final	monograph	in	2021.

Tobacco/Vaping
•	 Secured	a	commitment	from	the	Food	and	Drug	Administration	(FDA)	to	ban	menthol	as	an	added	flavor	in	cigarettes.

COVID-19
•	 Secured	a	CDC	recommendation	for	dentists,	their	teams,	and	dental	students	to	be	offered	immediate	access	to	the	

COVID-19	vaccines.

•	 Secured	nationwide	approval	for	dentists	and	dental	students	to	administer	the	COVID-19	vaccines	under	the	PREP	Act.

•	 Secured	an	exemption	for	dentistry	in	the	Occupational	Safety	and	Health	Administration	(OSHA’s)	emergency	
temporary	standard	for	health	care	settings.

Emergency Department (ED) Referral Initiative 
•	 14	states	prioritized	for	technical	assistance	to	begin	ED	Referral	programs.

Health Literacy 
•	 The	CA	Oral	Health	Literacy	Toolkit,	a	collaborative	effort	of	the	California	Dental	Association,	the	California	Office		

of	Oral	Health	and	members	of	the	National	Advisory	Committee	for	Health	Literacy	in	Dentistry	(NACHLD)	launched	
in	September.

Member Engagement and Fundraising: American Dental Political Action Committee (ADPAC)
•	 Sent	73,000	grassroots	communications	to	House	and	Senate	offices	via	Action	Alert	network.

•	 Scheduled	over	200	meetings	with	Members	of	Congress	during	the	2021	ADA	Dentist	and	Student	Lobby	Day.

•	 Reviewed	and	revised	ADPAC’s	governance	documents	and	processes.

•	 Held	candidate	workshops	for	9	dentists	interested	in	running	for	office.

•	 Raised	$1.4	million	in	2021.	
	

	
Follow	all	of	the	ADA’s	advocacy	efforts	at	ADA.org/advocacy.
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