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Looking back at the first two months of 2020 in New York State, one might describe that time 
as the calm before the storm. January and February brought relatively mild and pleasant weath-
er to the region. All the while, storm clouds were rising in China and heading towards all four 
corners of the earth. Life continued relatively normally in America—until the calendar flipped 
to March, when the word normal would take on a completely new meaning.

In its early stages, the coronavirus placed a death grip on every aspect of American life and, indeed, that 
of the global community. The economy, the treatment of other existing ailments, entertainment and edu-
cation were all devastated, with dentistry being no exception. Mask wearing and social distancing became 

Lessons Learned from Pandemics Past
If the coronavirus has taught us anything, it’s that history has a way of repeating itself, 

so prepare for pandemics ahead. 

William J. Maloney, D.D.S.
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It’s Still Christmas
PANDEMIC OR NOT. NYSDA staff 
adhered to its annual ritual of adopt-
ing a needy family through the Albany 
County Department of Social Services. 
The only difference was social distanc-
ing rules prevented staff from posing 
with the gifts they had purchased and 
wrapped, as they have in the past. 
This year’s recipients are a mom and 
her four children. z

A t a meeting in November, the New York State Dental Foundation Board of Trustees approved 
a recommended slate to fill positions on the board. Elected to one-year terms were James 
Jacobs and Steven Snyder. Elected to three-year terms were Ronald Bellohusen, Renuka 
Bijoor, Michael Breault, Payam Goudarzi, Paul Kim, Burkhard Selent and Christian Stohler.

The following were chosen to the top foundation posts: G. Kirk Gleason, chair; Donald 
Fager, vice chair; Lawrence Volland, treasurer; and Mark Feldman, secretary.

In other business, the Foundation Board received a report on the NYSDF/NYU Veterans Oral Healthcare 
Initiative partnership. They were told that despite COVID, VOHI was able to provide comprehensive dental 
care totaling $47,430 to 52 veterans in less than a year. z

Dental Foundation Elects 
Officers and Trustees
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NYU Dentistry to Increase Access to 
Dental Implants for Patients in Need 

NYU College of Dentistry has received funding and in-kind support from Straumann Group 
North America, a global leader in tooth replacement and orthodontic solutions, to make 
dental implants more accessible for patients in need and to foster and enhance student edu-
cation at NYU Dentistry.

“This donation directly supports NYU College of Dentistry’s mission to provide afford-
able, high-quality dental care to our patients, and we are grateful to Straumann for its generosity,” said 
Charles N. Bertolami, the Herman Robert Fox Dean of NYU Dentistry. “In addition, NYU has the largest 
dental implant training program in the country, so having access to materials and increased opportunities 
for our pre- and postdoctoral students to learn about implant dentistry is critical.”

The investment from Straumann Group North America includes products to NYU Dentistry’s clinics, 
which will subsidize implant treatment for patients in need, and other funding to support NYU Dentistry’s 
newly launched Patient Care Access Fund, created to reduce financial barriers for patients who would oth-
erwise not be able to receive dental implants as part of their treatment plans. 

“Dental implants are an important restoration option for patients, but cost can be a barrier. Through 
our new Patient Care Access Fund, as well as materials donated by Straumann Group North America, we 
can bring healthy, complete smiles to many patients who previously would not have considered dental 
implants,” said Robert Glickman, associate dean for clinical affairs and hospital relations, chair, and profes-
sor of oral and maxillofacial surgery at NYU Dentistry. z
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Oral Pathology
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Dear Capitol  
Club Colleagues:

ON BEHALF of the EDPAC Board of Directors, I want 
to recognize our Capitol Club contributors and 
thank them for their generous contributions to the 
2020 EDPAC Capitol Club.

It is because of their support that dentists have a 
strong voice in Albany, heard by both the Governor 
and the Legislature. It is gratifying to know that we can 
count on them to ensure that our presence remains 
solid and the profession is able to withstand the many 
challenges it faces today and in the future.

The list of 2020 Capitol Club members (as of 
December 1) appears on page 8 of this issue of the 
NYSDA News. Again, thank you for all your support.

Sincerely,

Michael R. Breault, DDS
EDPAC Chairman 

NYSDA Presents  
Albert H. Stevenson Award

The New York State Dental Association continued its 
tradition of presenting the Albert H. Stevenson Award 
to a graduating student from each of the dental 
hygiene schools in the state. Dr. Stevenson was a pio-
neer in the field of oral hygiene. He recognized its 

importance in the early 1900s and advocated for the field to 
become a licensed profession. His promotion of oral hygiene was 
integral to shaping the profession as we know it today.

Each awardee was recognized for demonstrating leadership 
qualities and enthusiasm in keeping with Dr. Stevenson’s legacy. 

The 2020 recipients of NYSDA’s Albert H. Stevenson Award 
are: Clara Kim, New York City College of Technology; Megan 
Tomlins, Hudson Valley Community College; Alicia Rosenberger, 
Broome Community College; Kathryn Krupa, Monroe Community 
College; Julia Gnip, Erie Community College; Aryn R. Bates, 
Orange County Community College; Lliamel Desangles, Hostos 
Community College of the City University of New York; and Iris 
Quintanilla, State University of New York at Farmingdale. z

1
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A Year-End Salute to our EDPAC Boosters
AS WE CLOSE OUT 2020, NYSDA says thank you to all of its members and supporters who made an extra,  
voluntary contribution to the Empire Dental Political Action Committee (EDPAC) as of Dec. 1. Each has earned a 
place at the Liberty Level (contribution of $500 or more), on the EDPAC Honor Roll ($250 or more), and/or in the 
EDPAC Capital Club ($99 or more). Their names are listed here.

Andolina, Richard (07) 
Baim, Loren (04) 
Barnashuk, Frank (08) 
Breault, Michael (04) 
Caruso, Joseph (Q) 
DiBernardo, Joseph (S) 
Doherty, Robert (09) 
Dominger, Martin (S) 
Dowd, Brendan (08) 
Essig, Steven (03)
Feldman, Mark (N) 
Friedman, Joel (B) 
Galati, James (04) 
Gleason, G. Kirk (4)
Gounardes, Steven (02) 
Grazina, Victor (S) 
Henner, Kevin (S)
Kilimitzoglou, Dimitrios (S) 
Leary, Paul (S) 
Mahon-Vazquez, Claudia (S) 
Maranga, Maria (S) 
Meyer, John (07) 
Nasca, John (08) 
Palmaccio, Frank (N) 
Pennise, Sam (07) 
Peracchia, Robert (NY) 
Ratner, Craig (02) 
Shipper, David (NY) 
Shreck, Michael (N) 
Volland, Lawrence (08) 
Vorrasi, Andrew (07) 
Zugner, William (07) 

Biller, Harold (Q) 
Callahan, John (05) 
Carocci, Samuel (08) 
Cheung, Man Sing (02) 
Dunn, Mary Beth (08) 
Ehlers, Michael (08) 
Goudarzi, Payam (06) 
Hart, Paul (06) 
Herzog, Robert (08) 
Hoddick, James (08) 
Hurtt, William (07) 
Jhaveri, Viren (Q) 
Joshi, Bharat (09) 
Porcelli, Eugene (N) 
Rubin, Richard (07) 
Russ, Scott (N) 
Skolnick, Jay (07) 
Soule, Scott (04) 
Tegtmeier, Carl (09) 
Verma, Binod (N) 
Wanamaker, James (05) 
Wolfgang, Lawrence (08) 

Abellard, Beauvoir (02) 
Behrman, Jeni (07) 
Behrman, Joseph (07) 
Best, Jed (NY) 
Bryan, Amy (08) 
Burgart, Stephen (07) 
Burlingame, Michelle (04) 
Cocozzo, Christina (04) 
Cuomo, Anthony (09) 
Cuomo, Christopher (09) 
Davidson, H Bradley (07) 
Demas, John (02) 
Edwards, Adam (03) 
Faber, Zackary (S) 
Fass, Stuart (03) 
Feinberg, Michael (02) 
Fialkoff, Bernard (Q) 
Firestone, Scott (S) 
Geager, John (N) 
Giller, Jeffrey (N) 
Gilman, Brian (S) 
Hanlon, Patricia (S) 
Iofin, Aleksander (NY) 
Jacobs, William (N) 
Karol, John (03) 
Koch, Keith (07) 
Marchese, Robert (08) 
Mc Grath, Terence (09) 
McIntyre, John (02) 
Meitner, Sean (07) 
Miller, Edward (09) 
Mintz, Alan (02) 

Palmieri, Chester (N) 
Panzarino, William (S) 
Pruden, Peter (S) 
Reszel, Robert (08) 
Roger, James (07) 
Romano, Richard (02) 
Saunders, Ralph (07) 
Smith, Herbert (09) 
Sullivan, Ellen (Q) 
Travagliato, Charles (08) 
Twist, John (08) 
Utterback, Madeline (09) 
Valerio, Matthew (07) 
Yellin, Bonnie (S)
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Nailed It

The assignment was to come up with a visual aid to present to patients to help them master the 
proper toothbrushing technique. Karen Ibrahim, senior at NYU College of Dentistry, 
responded with this colorful, detailed rendering, which impressed her mentor so much, she 
wanted to share it with others. Fabiola Milord, D.D.S., M.P.H., had asked for the drawing to 
present to first-year dental students in her Multidisciplinary Practice of Dentistry course as a 

tool for educating their patients. About Ms. Ibrahim’s work, Dr. Milord said, “Hopefully, NYSDA members 
will be able to appreciate up-and-coming talented professionals are about more than dentistry. They have 
hidden talents, too! z

Call for Nominations
THE NYSDA COUNCIL ON NOMINATIONS will meet on Wednesday, March 24, 2021, at 
12:00 p.m. to make its selections for President-Elect, Vice President and Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Association in 2021.

• Nominees for President-Elect must be members of the Fourth District Dental Society.  

• Nominees for Vice President must be members of the Ninth District Dental Association.  

• Nominees for Secretary-Treasurer may be members of any NYSDA component.

Members wishing to submit nominations for any of these positions must do so no later than 
March 6, 2021. Nominations should be sent to Dr. Payam Goudarzi, Council on Nominations, 
NYSDA, 20 Corporate Woods Blvd., Suite 602, Albany, NY 12211. z

1
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NYU College of Dentistry has opened a new dental care practice in 
downtown Brooklyn’s City Point. The practice brings high-quality, 
low-cost dental care for adults and children to the Brooklyn communi-
ty and its surrounding area, and provides a unique training opportuni-
ty for advanced dental students at NYU.

”NYU Dentistry Brooklyn Patient Care marks the first time in the 155-year 
history of NYU College of Dentistry that we have opened a patient care and educa-
tion facility outside of Manhattan,” said Charles N. Bertolami, the Herman Robert 
Fox Dean of NYU Dentistry. “However, we see it as an extension of our longstanding 
commitment to caring for Brooklyn residents, especially those who otherwise would 
not be able to access dental care.”

NYU Dentistry Brooklyn Patient Care provides comprehensive care, including gen-
eral dentistry, pediatric dentistry, orthodontics, endodontics, periodontics and implant 
dentistry. The practice—which will see 25,000 to 30,000 patients each year—is staffed by 
NYU Dentistry faculty and, going forward, will include advanced dental students. 

Like NYU Dentistry’s main facility in Manhattan, which cares for roughly 
75,000 New Yorkers per year, NYU Dentistry Brooklyn Patient Care offers services at 
reduced cost and accepts Medicaid.

NYU College of Dentistry Opens  
Practice in Downtown Brooklyn

Inside NYU Dentistry Brooklyn Patient Care. 
(Photos ©NYU Photo Bureau: Roemer)
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 12 1

ubiquitous. Paper towels and disinfectants were suddenly 
scarce. Dental practices had a hard time securing personal 
protective equipment, while the practice of dentistry in 
New York State was virtually non-existent, with the excep-
tion of the treatment of dental emergencies, from mid-
March through the beginning of June. 

In the 1980s, dentistry was transformed by the HIV 
epidemic. The profession rose to the occasion during the 
early phases of the HIV epidemic to become a leader in 
infection control in an effort to prevent the spread of all 
communicable diseases in the dental setting. Dentists used 
barrier techniques, employed the use of personal protective equipment, educated themselves and their staff, 
spore tested autoclaves, and developed barrier techniques in order to provide safe and effective treatment to 
the public. 

These techniques were novel to the profession in the mid-1980s but became an integral part of den-
tistry’s ability to provide a safe environment for patients in 2020. History allows us to look back at past 
events, which are seemingly irrelevant in today’s society. On the contrary, looking back at past pandemics 
allows us to see commonalities that may provide insight into our efforts to mitigate the effects of coronavi-
rus and other pandemics as they arise in the future.

What follows are 10 pandemics that brought death and financial hardship in the past.

There will come yet other new 

and unusual ailments in the 

course of time. And this disease 

will pass away but later it will  

be born again and be seen by 

our descendants.

- Girolamo Fracastoro De Contagione (1546)

Lessons Learned continued from page 1 -

www.theclemensgroup.com
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Lessons Learned continued from page 11 -

ANTONINE PLAGUE (165 AD)

Soldiers returning to Rome from Mesopotamia brought back an unknown disease. Five million people lost 
their lives during this pandemic as it spread across Asia Minor, Egypt, Greece and Italy.[1] Modern research-
ers believe that the pandemic, which gripped the region for 23 years,[2] was caused by at least one strain of 
the smallpox virus,[3] based on surviving case notes by the physician Galen. Victims suffered with fever, 
chills, diarrhea and the formation of black pocks over their bodies for a period of two or three weeks.[4]

PLAGUE OF JUSTINIAN (541-542)

Like its 14th-century counterpart, this pandemic was a bubonic plague, caused by a now-extinct form of 
Yersinia pestis and spread through fleas.[5] The pandemic had devastating consequences for the Byzantine 
Emperor Justinian and his military and the economy of the Empire. A Byzantine historian, Procopius, 
wrote: “We have left an army of only five thousand. The enemy is coming at us to the number of one 
hundred fifty-thousand.”[6]

THE BLACK DEATH (1346-1353)

Up to 200 million people perished during this period in Eurasia and North Africa. The plague was caused 
by a bacteria known as Yersinia pestis and was transmitted between animals via fleas.[7]

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13 1
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Lessons Learned continued from page 12 -

THIRD CHOLERA PANDEMIC (1852-1860)

The third cholera pandemic is considered to have been the deadliest of all the cholera outbreaks. It originat-
ed in India and soon spread to Europe, Asia, Africa and North America. Twenty-four thousand individuals 
died in Great Britain in 1854. The mode of transmission was identified by Dr. John Snow as being contam-
inated water. The number of cholera cases immediately declined after Snow traced the source to a specific 
water pump and successfully convinced local authorities to remove the pump handle.[8]

ASIATIC FLU OR RUSSIAN FLU (1889-1890)

This influenza pandemic is often referred to as the first modern pandemic. Most Americans did not concern 
themselves initially with the outbreak in Russia and as it spread throughout Europe. After it came to America 
in January 1890, people with comorbidities, such as lung, heart and kidney ailments, were more likely to 
succumb to the flu.[9] The pandemic spread from eastern cities of the United States to the West, following 
the paths of rivers and roads but, especially, the railroads. The outbreak took 675,000 American lives.[10]

SIXTH CHOLERA PANDEMIC (1910-1911)

Great advances in public health prevented the sixth cholera pandemic from having much of an effect on 
Western Europe. However, the number of cholera deaths were extremely high in many large Russian cities 
and in the Ottoman Empire. This outbreak was the last outbreak of cholera in the United States.[11] It 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14 1

www.doctorscpa.com


NEWS 14

Lessons Learned continued from page 13 -

occurred when individuals infected with the virus were headed towards New York from Naples aboard the 
steamship Moltke. These individuals were quarantined at Swinburne Island, which was created specifically 
as an isolation area from piles of sand dredged from New York Harbor.[12] On the Moltke, four individuals 
were found to have the virus among the steerage passengers.[13]

FLU PANDEMIC (1918)

Fifty million individuals perished worldwide during the 1918 H1N1 influenza pandemic. In the United 
States, 675,000 people lost their lives. During this pandemic, New York City public health officials 
employed various methods and techniques to try to control the spread of the disease, including encouraging 
residents to cover their coughs and sneezes, imposing guidelines and policies regarding theaters and 
schools—which stayed open during the pandemic—and staggering business hours.[14] These strategies 
proved to be fairly successful, as New York City’s excess death rate per 1,000 was 4.7, while it was 6.5 and 
7.3 in Boston and Philadelphia, respectively.[15]

ASIAN FLU (1956-1958)

This novel influenza A was first reported in Singapore in February 1957. The H2N2 virus originated from 
an avian influenza A virus and included the H2 hemagglutinin and N2 neuraminidase genes.[16] This virus 
took the lives of 70,000 people in the United States and two million worldwide.[17]
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Lessons Learned continued from page 14 -

INFLUENZA PANDEMIC (1968)

The influenza A (H3N2) virus was first seen in the United States in September 1968. It killed approximate-
ly 100,000 individuals in the United States and took the lives of more than one million people worldwide.[18] 
The Hong Kong influenza came in two waves, with the second wave being far deadlier than the first. 
Researchers took advantage of what they had learned from the 20th century’s previous two influenza pan-
demics and developed a vaccine relatively quickly. Unfortunately, the vaccine was not widely available 
before the height of the second wave.[19] The 1968 pandemic became known as the Hong Kong flu as the 
world first became aware of the outbreak on July 13, 1968. Extensive outbreaks occurred in Vietnam and 
Singapore by the end of July. It had a relatively low death rate, yielding a case-fatality ratio below 0.5%.[20] 

HIV PANDEMIC (1981-PRESENT)

On June 5, 1981, the CDC published an article describing five young homosexual men with Pneumocystis 
carinii pneumonia. All of the men had additional unusual infections, indicating an immunological disorder.[21] 
Thirty-eight years later, in 2019, between 31.6 and 44.5 million people were living throughout the world 
with HIV.[22] The HIV epidemic changed the practice of dentistry in the late 1980s and early 1990s. Many 
of these changes to how dentistry was delivered were adopted quickly by the profession and gradually 
expanded upon. The use of universal precautions, effective methods of sterilization and various techniques 
to prevent cross-contamination became standard and aided in the transformation of the dental office into 
the safe environment it is today.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16 1
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Lessons Learned continued from page 15 -

CONCLUSION

Pandemics have occurred throughout history and, unfortunately, they will appear again in the future. 
Hygiene and proper sanitation methods have proved in the past to be effective in lessening the effects of 
the deadly viruses and bacteria. Society must continue to improve on existing techniques, while developing 
more efficacious ones. Dentistry will continue to apply lessons learned from science and will be at the fore-
front of healthcare in providing a safe environment in which to treat our patients. z
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The practice is located in a 15,000-square-foot leased space 
in City Point, a mixed-use commercial and residential complex 
in downtown Brooklyn. City Point is in close proximity to 12 
subway lines and 5 bus stops, making it easily accessible to resi-
dents throughout Brooklyn and Staten Island.

NYU Dentistry’s new practice is one of several illustrations 
of NYU’s growing commitment to the Brooklyn community. 
Prior to establishing NYU Dentistry Brooklyn Patient Care, 
NYU dental faculty and students were already screening and 
providing health promotion services to more than 1,000 chil-
dren, adults and seniors annually at 30 community-based sites 
in Brooklyn, and treating approximately 700 children and 
seniors aboard the “Smiling Faces, Going Places” dental van at 
14 Brooklyn sites.

NYU Dentistry Brooklyn Patient Care will introduce an 
innovative “mentor-protégé” model of dental education that 
benefits patients, students and faculty alike. In this model, a 
faculty member mentors a small group of advanced dental stu-
dents, and faculty and students work side-by-side to treat 
patients, with faculty serving as hands-on, active teachers. 

In June 2019, NYU Dentistry launched a four-month pilot 
program to test this model and found that it led to optimal 
learning, teaching and patient care experiences. Students bene-
fited from working so closely alongside faculty and getting real-
time feedback, noting that this model provided an enhanced 
environment in which to build confidence and competence in 
their clinical skills.

An unexpected but welcome benefit of the mentor-protégé 
model pilot was increased efficiency, more similar to a private 
practice than a dental school clinic. Faculty and students were 
able to see at least three-times as many patients as are typically 
seen in the dental school clinic, which translated to more effi-
cient appointments and saving patients’ time. 

Based on the successful pilot, NYU Dentistry Brooklyn 
Patient Care aims to introduce the mentor-protégé model by 
adding student rotations once the practice has acquired a patient 
roster sufficient to provide the rich educational experiences that 
align with the goals of the pilot program and the accrediting 
body. Students and faculty will work together in small groups of 
no more than three students to one faculty member to provide 
patient care. Importantly, the faculty member is designated as 
the patient’s dentist, creating continuity of care for patients as 
they return to the practice for future appointments.

“Through this model, we will empower students and facul-
ty to work together as a true team, while helping students learn 
how to run a dental practice in a fast-paced, real-world environ-
ment,” said Bertolami. z

NYU College continued from page 10
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TCDM Devotes Month to Treating Veterans
WHILE MOST OF AMERICA reserves one day in November 
(this year, Nov. 11) to honor the nation’s military veterans, 
Touro College of Dental Medicine (TCDM) devoted the entire 
month to paying special attention to veterans and their families. 
The college’s annual Smiles for Veterans event was expanded 
from one day to 30 days to reduce the risk of crowds and 
ensure patient safety during the coronavirus pandemic. 

Veterans, military personnel and their families were invited 
to visit the college, by appointment, for free dental screenings, 
X-rays, cleanings and fillings. They were treated in the college’s 
115-chair clinical training facility by dental students and facul-
ty, who worked in collaboration with the Ninth District Dental 
Association. The venture received support from the New York 
State Dental Foundation. Just halfway through the month, 30 
patients had taken advantage of the offer of free dental care.

Touro officials say their Smiles for Veterans accomplishes two objectives. It provides those who have 
sacrificed so much a chance to jumpstart their journey back to maintaining good oral and overall health. And 
it adds to dental students’ clinical experience, while instilling in them the importance of community service. 

Touro Dental Health’s commitment to veterans is not limited to its Smiles for Veterans program. It also offers 
special courtesy rates for veterans, military personnel and their spouses on an ongoing basis. z

 
 

 
Spring 2021 and beyond…Plan now! 

 
May 7   Annual Dental Hygiene Symposium 
May 14   Prep Designs and Lab Communication 
May 20-21  Stress Free Endo…Hands-on Workshop 
June 11   What am I Missing? The Science of Occlusal Medicine 
June 30-Jul 2  Annual Chautauqua Dental Congress 
Sept 23-24  Cutting Edge Clinical Research in Oral Health 

A Symposium in Memory of Dr. Sebastian Ciancio 
 

We will be in compliance with all laws, regulations and suggested guidelines set forth by 
 local, state and federal authorities with regard to social- and physical-distancing and/or  

sanitation requirements. This includes seating capacities, event set up, food and beverage, 
 personal protective–equipment protocols and any other sanitation-related standards that are  

recommended or required by the health authorities to keep everyone safe and protected. 
 

 
 

Complete details and online registration www.BuffaloCE.org 
 
 

 

Robert Brown of Elmsford, former Marine, signals 
approval of oral care he received from TCDM students 
Neela Sherpa, left, and Steven Chung. Sherpa and 
Chung were among 60 students and 12 faculty who 
participated in Smiles for Veterans.
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