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May 9, 2022 Reference Committee   Direct to House 
 

Total Financial Implica-
tion: 

$ none 

Amount One-time  $ none Amount On-going  $ none 
    

Report of the Vice President 
 
This past year has started with many challenges. COVID delayed the 2021 NYSDA House of 1 
Delegates thereby shortening the work year to follow. The passing of Dr. Mark Feldman, a 2 
NYSDA and ADA legend, caused us all to mourn and reflect on his legacy. NYSDA is New York 3 
strong, made so by Dr. Feldman’s leadership, and we are his beneficiaries. 4 
 5 
This past year, serving as your Vice President, I can report that your Association has been in the 6 
extremely capable hands of your President, Dr. Kevin Henner, and your President-Elect, Dr. 7 
James Galati. Dr. Henner has been an extraordinary and tireless leader, aided by his many 8 
years of experience. Dr. Galati has earned the respect of NYSDA staff. He is an extremely 9 
capable leader and has the vision and personality to bring NYSDA to new heights. 10 
 11 
Your staff at headquarters are remarkable and a pleasure to work with.  I can depend on each 12 
and every one of them to support our organization and each other. Mr. Michael Herrmann has 13 
had some large shoes to fill when he assumed the role of Interim Executive Director. We owe 14 
him our gratitude, not only because has he done a superb job as Interim ED  but, also, because 15 
he has continued to do an outstanding job as the Executive Director of the New York State 16 
Society of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons and as NYSDA’s Chief Financial Officer.   17 
 18 
I am already planning my visitations to the 13 components. I look forward to interacting with 19 
dentists across the state, sharing ideas and suggestions. I also want to hear from dentists 20 
across the state who are not part of the tripartite. Only by listening to them can we fully 21 
understand what it may take for them to join NYSDA. 22 
 23 
This past year we met directly with the governor and the new commissioner of health. There 24 
appear to be significant areas of common ground that might prove fertile for growing fruitful  25 
relationships. By being stronger advocates and through improved collaboration with New York 26 
State officials, we have the possibility to forge more opportunities for dentists in New York to 27 
succeed, while improving care for our patients. 28 
 29 
COVID made it difficult to hold   Lobby Days this year for both  NYSDA and the ADA. I remain 30 
hopeful that in 2023 we will be able to restore these events and make them even more impactful 31 
than before. Staff is planning more interactions in the coming year with dental students and 32 
residents.  Advocacy and new dentists are the keys to the future of our profession.  33 
 34 
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I would be remiss if I did not share with you that I am looking forward to this year’s ADA House 35 
of Delegate’s meeting. One of our own, Dr. Paul Leary, is a candidate for the position of 36 
Immediate Past President of the American Dental Association. I know of no person more 37 
capable and deserving of this position. It is my belief that he will prevail and that a year after this 38 
election we will have yet another ADA President from New York State. 39 
 40 
Lastly, COVID remains a public concern.  It may not be as lethal as it once was but, 41 
nonetheless, it’s still a serious contagion. If the current trend of diminishing seriousness 42 
continues, it is my hope that a new normal will soon be upon us. This being said, I look forward 43 
to visiting with all of you over the coming year. 44 


