
June 2022-H  247 
  Empire Dental Political Action Committee 

DIRECT 
 

Report No. 21 New  Substitute  Amendment  

Submitted By: Michael R. Breault, DDS, Chairman                                                      
Empire Dental Political Action Committee 

Date 
Submitted: 

May 17, 2022 Reference Committee  Direct to House 
 

Total Financial 
Implication: 

$ none 

Amount One-time  $ none Amount On-going  $ none 
 

Empire Dental Political Action Committee 
 

I am very proud to be Chair of the Empire Dental Political Action Committee and to have the 1 
opportunity to give this report to the NYSDA House of Delegates.  As you know, contributions to 2 
EDPAC are included in the NYSDA dues statement, with the proviso that a member can opt out 3 
and not support our political efforts.  Fortunately, only a small percentage of the membership 4 
exercises that option and, as a result, we have a very reliable base of dentists who are 5 
supporting our political activity. This includes backing state, and sometimes local, candidates for 6 
office who respect the profession and the patients we serve.  Our reputation speaks for itself in 7 
the New York State of politics, as we are one of the largest PACs in the state and certainly high 8 
up on the list of professional healthcare-related political action committees. Politics is all about 9 
relationship building, and there is no question that the relationships we have developed with 10 
many legislators, from Montauk to Buffalo, are critical to ensuring that dentistry’s voice is heard 11 
in Albany. 12 
 13 
It is important that the House of Delegates understands that EDPAC is the political arm of 14 
organized dentistry and does not lobby on the issues. That job belongs to NYSDA, and as you 15 
have been told or will be told at this meeting, the profession can point to many legislative and 16 
budgetary victories this past year. That is not what EDPAC is all about. We are in the 17 
fundraising business.   18 
 19 
I mentioned that the overwhelming majority of the NYSDA membership supports EDPAC. That 20 
is the good news. The bad news is that our membership is declining little by little every year.  It 21 
is a complex issue, but there is no question that a state that is losing population and industry is 22 
not necessarily the easiest place to recruit and retain membership. Florida and Texas do not 23 
have our problems.  As a result, our income this year to date is $456,296 from the dues 24 
statement, as opposed to $490,631 last year. We will receive some additional funds from late 25 
dues payments, but I anticipate that we will still fall short of 2021 income by at least $20,000. 26 
 27 
That may not seem like a large decrease, but losing $20,000 in PAC contributions a year is not 28 
a good trend. We have to do something about it, and that something is for every delegate in this 29 
House to visit our EDPAC booth here in Saratoga and contribute to our Capitol Club at the 30 
regular, Honor Roll or Liberty Club levels. Our goal is to raise at least $15,000 at this meeting, 31 
and I am confident that all of you will help to reach that goal.  Together, we can keep the 32 
profession politically strong and even make it more formidable in the years to come. 33 
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 34 
I would like to thank my fellow officers:  Dr. Richard F. Andolina, Vice Chairperson; Dr. Joseph 35 
R. Caruso, Treasurer; and Dr. Raymond A. Flagiello, Secretary.  They and the entire Board 36 
have served us well, and I look forward to working with them to grow in numbers and in power.  37 
I also want to thank Ms. Beth Wanek, Administrative Director, Ms. Oksana V. Golovina, Esq., 38 
consultant; and Mr. Roy E. Lasky, consultant, for all their work on our behalf. 39 


