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Report of the Council on Governmental Affairs 
 
Since the last House of Delegates meeting, the Council on Governmental Affairs met by 1 
conference call on November 12, 2021, and May 4, 2022.  Minutes of these meetings are on file 2 
in the NYSDA office, and have been distributed to the Board of Trustees and to component 3 
presidents, presidents-elect, executive directors and council chairs.   4 
 5 
New York State Budget Victories:  Since the last House of Delegates meeting, the following 6 
budget actions have taken place: 7 
 8 
The Dental Demonstration Project grant remained in the Executive Budget and was approved 9 
for $125k with no restrictions on how the funds can be applied, unlike previous years when it 10 
was limited to treatment in Article 28 facilities or federally qualified health centers (FQHC).   11 
 12 
There was an overall 1% increase in Medicaid reimbursement rates and a restoration of a 13 
previous reduction of 1.5%, effectively making it an increase of 2.5%.  14 
 15 
$750,000 was appropriated through the New York State Education Department for the Dental 16 
Grants Program.  This appropriation is to teach dental students to work with individuals with 17 
developmental disabilities. 18 
 19 
There are three small business tax benefits in the budget.  There is a credit for COVID-19 20 
capital costs for items needed to deal with COVID-19 in a business, student loan forgiveness 21 
awards not to be included in income, and increasing from 3% to 15% the amount of small 22 
business income that can be excluded from taxation in the Revenue Budget Bill.  23 
 24 
Excess Medical and Dental Malpractice Insurance Program remains in the budget for a year 25 
and eliminates any changes to the payment structure of that program. 26 
 27 
An independent contractor will be used to review and evaluate the Medicaid managed care 28 
program. 29 
 30 
Frontline healthcare workers (including dental hygienists and dental assistants) earning less 31 
than $125k during the COVID pandemic are entitled to receive a bonus of up to $3,000 paid by 32 
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the employer.  The employer is then reimbursed by Medicaid.  The caveat is the employer must 33 
treat at least 20% Medicaid patients to qualify for the bonus.   34 
 35 
NYSDA Legislative Scorecard:  Passed: NYSDA introduced S.6694b (Harckham) / A.9478a 36 
(Lupardo), a bill to allow dental hygienists to use nitrous oxide and local infiltration anesthesia to 37 
assist a dentist with all dental procedures.  This bill was signed into law as Chapter 198 of the 38 
Laws of 2022. 39 
 40 
Priority Bills:  NYSDA introduced S.8533a (Harckham) / A.7754c (McDonald), a bill to allow 41 
registered dental assistants to place and remove temporary restorations.  This bill passed the 42 
Assembly and is currently on the Senate Active List.  It is expected to pass both houses this 43 
session and should be signed by Governor Hochul. 44 
 45 
NYSDA introduced S.8808 (Stavisky) / A.9967 (Glick), a bill that removes the phrase “clinically-46 
based” from the dental residency program licensing qualifications in order for the accredited 47 
dental specialty residencies in orofacial pain, oral medicine, and dental public health to qualify 48 
residents for licensure.  This bill passed the Assembly and is currently on its second reading in 49 
the Senate. It is expected to pass with little-to-no pushback.  50 
 51 
Nomination of Council Chair:  The Council unanimously recommended Dr. Robert F. 52 
Schaefer (Fifth District) to incoming NYSDA President Dr. James E. Galati for appointment as 53 
Council Chair from the end of the 2022 House of Delegates meeting through June 2023.  If 54 
selected, this will be Dr. Schaefer’s first term as Chair. 55 
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