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Report No. 26 New  Substitute  Amendment  

Submitted By: Mr. Michael J. Herrmann, Interim Executive Director 

Date 
Submitted: 

June 10, 2022 Reference Committee   Direct to House 
 

Total Financial 
Implication: 

$ none 

Amount One-time  $ none Amount On-going  $ none 
 

Report of the Executive Director 
 

As many of our leaders have already recounted, it’s been an especially difficult and 1 
interesting past year.  We’ve had to continue navigating the ebbs and flows of the 2 
pandemic, as well as face the passing of our Executive Director, Dr. Mark Feldman. 3 
 4 
When I stepped in for Mark back in December, we had a grieving staff with a lot of 5 
uncertainty ahead.   I made a few immediate changes in some staff duties and a couple 6 
of more since then.  I have to say that our staff has been wonderful dealing with this 7 
situation.  I’ve asked all of our staff to do a little more as we face difficult financial winds 8 
in our Association.  The NYSDA staff  is smart, self-motivated and needs little 9 
supervision.  In a short time, I’ve been able to gain a better understanding of the issues 10 
they and their councils are dealing with, and we’ve been able to work together on these 11 
with our volunteer leadership.  They’ve had a lot of stress this year, not knowing what 12 
their leadership would be and what the future will be.  And that uncertainty hasn’t been 13 
easy.  Yet, everyone I’ve asked to take on something new has been great about it.   14 
 15 
Your line officers have been hard at work this year.  Many, many meetings, many Zoom 16 
calls and side conversations.  Dr. Henner has put a lot on everyone’s plate, and your 17 
officers and your Board have stepped up to the challenge.  Kevin set a relentless 18 
schedule that left some people exhausted.  But he got a lot of important work done that 19 
was necessary for the Association to address. 20 
 21 
I think it’s wonderful that Kevin made this year’s golf tournament a memorial to Mark.  22 
Yet, I cannot think of anything more dishonorable to Mark’s good name, than 23 
associating my golf game with it.  Mark saw  me play.   24 
 25 
I was actually fortunate to have played a few times with Mark and Carol at some golf 26 
tournaments.  I noticed Mark was just as competitive on the golf course as in organized 27 
dentistry.  He wanted to succeed in golf, just as he succeeded in dentistry.  He’d get 28 
frustrated with his game though, as we all often do.  Luckily, Carol was a very good 29 
golfer as was usually the fourth person in our group.  The best part of a round of golf 30 
with Mark were the kicks-and-giggles when  discussing golf and dental association 31 
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affairs.  No matter how serious an issue was at NYSDA, or on the golf course, Mark 32 
always maintained a great sense of humor. 33 
 34 
For those of us who knew and worked with Mark, we will never forget him.  He leaves a 35 
legacy that few other dental leaders have matched. And NYSDA, as well as the entire 36 
tripartite, are so much better off for having had him in their leadership.   37 
 38 
I appreciate the opportunity to serve the Association in this capacity, and I invite our 39 
leadership to reach out to me with any questions or concerns. . 40 
mherrmann@nysdental.org, or 518-689-2744. 41 
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