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Report of the President 
 
Thank You Mr. Speaker and of course, I must start by welcoming everyone here this 1 
weekend to the New York State Dental Associations 2022 Annual Session.  I am so 2 
proud to have everyone participate in an unprecedented collaboration from the Suffolk 3 
County Dental Society, Dr. Pye Goudarzi and the Sixth District Dental Society and of 4 
course, the New York State Dental Association.  Members of this house, distinguished 5 
guests, our incredible NYSDA staff, friends and family and anyone else I may have left 6 
out, thank you for being part of this association, our profession and most significantly, 7 
my experience.   8 

When I got involved as a volunteer over thirty years ago, I never anticipated standing 9 
before this House as your State President, but I can tell you now how fulfilling it has 10 
been to work with the amazing individuals I’ve encountered in organized dentistry and 11 
more specifically, the incredibly talented and focused members and staff of NYSDA.  In 12 
the words of Jerry Garcia, “what a long, strange trip it’s been”, but I’m blessed to have 13 
been able to travel down this road with my NYSDA family and I’m humbled by the faith 14 
and support you have all demonstrated over the course of my journey.  I’m even more 15 
excited for the future of this Association given the insight, focused responsibility and 16 
actions of your Line officers, your Board of Trustees and our NYSDA staff of 17 
professionals, during the course of this year.   18 

Now, given the new norm of Zoom and my fond feelings for my kitchen table, I must say 19 
I’m so happy to be live in front of this House and not focused on my refrigerator.  So I 20 
thank every volunteer and staff member for being here and for all you do on behalf of 21 
our profession, our members, and the patients and public we serve.  Your participation, 22 
attention and dedication to our Association truly makes us who we are, and we should 23 
all be NYSDA proud.  24 

I remember several years ago, our own Dr Andolina, very briefly, repeatedly cited a 25 
book by The Ohio State University former head football coach, Woody Hayes, titled, 26 
YOU WIN WITH PEOPLE, and folks, we have a lot of winners in this group!   27 

We’ve had some amazing leaders, focused on the mission of NYSDA and the 28 
profession of dentistry but that focus is not static and must be re-evaluated continually.  29 
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That’s one of the reasons we’re here, Midstate, in Saratoga, celebrating in conjunction 30 
with Dr Goudarzi and Sixth District.  Folks, we need to get away from same as it ever 31 
was and focus on what it truly needs to be moving forward.   32 

Last year, before this House, with the words of Dr Ratner echoing in my head, “From 33 
now on”, I presented a new paradigm to this group, “There is no better time than 34 
now.”  Little did I know how the circumstances of the last ten months would prove that 35 
phrase to be perfectly correct and on point.   36 

First and foremost, for all of us, was the passing of our incredibly talented Executive 37 
Director and dear friend, Dr Mark Feldman.  We’ll be honoring Mark shortly on many 38 
levels but to be brief now, in my opinion, there’s not enough time in the day to 39 
acknowledge the abilities, accomplishments and accolades of our beloved Mark.  Truly 40 
the most amazing individual I will ever encounter in organized dentistry and an icon that 41 
I continue to emulate in my thoughts and actions, every single day.  I say that because 42 
with Marks passing, many of the daily responsibilities that he would manage ended up 43 
on my desk for evaluation and action in consultation with our Interim Executive Director, 44 
Mr. Michael Herrmann and our phenomenally focused staff of professionals.  Let me 45 
pause there for a moment to acknowledge and truly commend our staff.  Whether under 46 
Marks leadership or Michaels leadership, we are blessed to have the talented 47 
individuals that truly are the foundational strength that continue to not only support our 48 
association but constantly elevate it!   Patty, Jenna, Grazia, Chelsie, Betsy, Mary, 49 
Sherri, Karen, Michael, Lance, the list goes on….….. I could ultimately name every staff 50 
member. 51 

So now on to some Association business in somewhat of a temporal order.  With Marks 52 
passing, I was tasked to put together an Executive Director Search Committee 53 
populated by some of the most vested and invested individuals in our organization.  54 
That committee is Chaired by Dr Bill Calnon and guided by the knowledge and 55 
experience of officers, trustees, our new dentist chair, House members and component 56 
Executive Directors.  Truly a dynamic and focused group.  I’m pleased to say, with the 57 
involvement of a nationally renowned search firm, we’re well into the process of 58 
interviewing candidates for the position.  Again, based on our predetermined succession 59 
plan, Michael Herrmann stepped in as our interim Executive Director and I must 60 
compliment Michael on his ability to take over the helm in turbulent seas in an effort to 61 
navigate this Association back to calm waters.   62 

Given Marks grasp of everything, it’s been incredibly challenging, and I believe WE, and 63 
that’s Michael, staff and your Board, continue to meet and exceed the challenges every 64 
day.  Simply said, above and beyond and when I say every day, I mean every day!   65 

The Pandemic continues to provide the daily backdrop for our daily functionality and 66 
normal course of business for NYSDA and our profession,… and our staff, whether 67 
remote or onsite, continue to get the job done, again, above and beyond.   68 
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Our NYSDA team continues to stay on top of NYS restrictions and regulations with 69 
respect to Covid and its wrath.  Given our ongoing very positive relationship with 70 
Governor Hochul and the legislature, we’re confident her staff would inform us before 71 
considering any new restrictions or regulations impacting the profession of dentistry.  All 72 
this information is continually updated and communicated to our members and 73 
components through our website, social media, and e-mail blasts.  Truly a wealth of 74 
information and guidance to the entire membership for all our professional needs, that 75 
our NYSDA staff continues to provide…. Again, every single day!   76 

As mentioned, Governor Hochul has been a strong advocate for the profession of 77 
dentistry, most recently joining us on our webinar with Dr Mary Bassett, the newly 78 
installed New York State Commissioner of Health.  A first ever!!!  For those who didn’t 79 
attend, take a moment to watch it on our YOUTUBE channel but please consider 80 
participating in these events as “power in numbers” truly matters in the world of 81 
advocacy.  Again, politics but, it’s crucial for us to remain visible and pro-active and, of 82 
course, in touch with those that interact with our profession.  83 

I must pause her for a moment to recognize and thank Roy Lasky for everything he’s 84 
done and continues to do for NYSDA, organized dentistry and certainly our 85 
membership! Roy, thank you!  (APPLAUSE)… Thanks to Roy,…… your officers, your 86 
Board and several key staff members have held numerous incredible Zoom dialogues 87 
with individuals like Governor Hochul, Dr Bassett, Dr Dolores Cotrell, Sarah Benson, 88 
Congressman Andrew Garbarino, Assemblyman Gottfried, and ADA Chief Lobbyist, 89 
Michael Graham. We had an amazing New Dentist Survival Guide series of webinars 90 
hosted by our New Dentist Chair, Dr James Wannamaker.  Incredibly informative and 91 
pro-active. That’s just a few of our dialogues this year and every interaction provides 92 
stronger and broader relationships that benefit everyone moving forward.  “If you build 93 
it, they’ll come” and to everyone in this room, again, as I said last year, “there is no 94 
better time than now”, because we, and that’s everyone in NYSDA, need each other 95 
now more than ever to build a stronger foundation.  Simple math but exemplified by  96 

1. communicating with the Department of Education related to resident licensure 97 
that affected almost immediate change.     98 

2. Increase in Medicaid reimbursement 99 
3. Passage of our dental hygiene and dental assisting bills 100 
4. Grant funding related to special needs dentistry 101 
5. Covid related tax concessions 102 
6. Removal of clinically based language to allow oro-facial pain, oral medicine and 103 

dental public health residencies a pathway to licensure.   104 
Just a few of our initiatives this year.   105 

As far as Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, congratulations to NYSDA, our Task Force, 106 
and certainly, its Chair, Dr Ivan Vazquez.  Same comment, there is no better time than 107 
now”, and in fact, it’s the perfect time.  I can go into details regarding our Black History 108 
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Event or our DEI policy statement, but the most important part is that we need to have 109 
the conversation, promote awareness and effect change today, and we must propagate 110 
these efforts and actions for the future, as Dr Ratner stated, FROM NOW ON!  Finitely, 111 
that means that the leaders of those diverse groups need to become those within 112 
NYSDA and organized dentistry, and ultimately, our leaders of NYSDA!   Again, power 113 
in numbers and simple math.   114 

Much of what I have discussed in the last few minutes relates to our pro-active social 115 
presence and reputation and I must commend every staff member in conjunction with 116 
our team at Baker Public Relations.  It’s so important for us to be visible, viable and 117 
simply, the trusted source of information.  Social media, e-mail blasts, national 118 
publications, there is no better time than now!   119 

OUR FOUNDATION.  First and foremost, Thank you to Kirk, Laura, Carley, Rebecca, 120 
and to our entire Foundation Board.  However, specifically, to Kirk and his officers, 121 
leadership is often defined during times of crisis and to this House, we are so blessed to 122 
have leaders of that caliber and quality, defining the future of our Foundation.  123 
Congratulations Kirk, Michael and Larry for having the best interests of the Foundation 124 
and NYSDA front and center.  (Applause).   To everyone here today, our Foundation is 125 
SO crucial to the presence and reputation I just mentioned, and we, NYSDA, have a 126 
fiduciary responsibility to simply oversee our involvement, interaction and investment.  127 
Our Task force and your Board did exactly that and determined and recommended 128 
changes needed which the Foundation Officers understood as critical moving forward.  129 
Again, “there is no better time than now “and I look forward to the future of our 130 
Foundation and its keen focus on its methods and mission and ultimately, its success.   131 

And to add before I make my final comments, after 30 plus years, I’m very confident in 132 
recognizing not only one of my closest friends but more so, one of the elite to join the 133 
incredibly talented ranks of the ADA President like our own Chad Gehani, Bill Calnon 134 
and of course, Mark Feldman, just to name a few.  Certainly not the norm and on that 135 
note, a warm welcome to Caesar, Ted and Ray for joining us today.  You service is so 136 
appreciated.   137 

 Dr Leary, I know you and I often speak with one voice, but today I speak for everyone 138 
in this room given your talents, intent, and intellect, in recognizing your ability to be one 139 
of the greatest ADA Presidents.  As I’ve said for 30 plus years, it’s like watching poetry 140 
in motion.  Good luck and calm waters Commander.  Your NYSDA fleet flanks you 141 
every step of the journey and it’s obvious, there is no better time than now.    142 

So, it’s been incredibly time consuming, enlightening and certainly emotional trying to 143 
manage all the matters of business and function of our Association.  With that, I see 144 
clearly now that it’s quite difficult to sit in this seat of leadership without intimately and 145 
passionately feeling the heart and soul of NYSDA and everyone involved.  146 
“Management is doing things right.  Leadership is doing the right things.”  I attempt to 147 
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achieve both everyday as your President but between your line officers, your Board of 148 
Trustees, and our incredible staff of professionals, we are blessed to have the talented 149 
individuals we have in New York leading our Association and our membership.  I almost 150 
want to ask for an extended term….. ALMOST!   151 

Finally, as your Chair this weekend, my immediate focus and function is to preside over 152 
this meeting, however, as your NYSDA President this year, my unquestionable 153 
responsibility and requirement has been to understand and oversee all aspects that 154 
affect our organization and ultimately suggest to our Board, this House and our 155 
membership, anything that will evaluate, protect and ultimately, elevate the NYSDA 156 
footprint.  I have taken that responsibility very seriously and WE have achieved great 157 
success this year in doing just that!  Success that will enhance and propagate the 158 
reputation and respect of this organization, no doubt, as there was no better time!  159 

I mentioned last year, we will have challenges ahead but with the guidance and focus of 160 
this organization, its members, your Board of trustees and this House, we will succeed 161 
and appropriately negotiate our path for the future. With your help, I expect we can not 162 
only be successful but I’m hoping for exceptional. 163 

 Ladies and Gentlemen, we’ve been just that and I’m so thankful for this Board, my 164 
Officers, our staff, this House, and our membership, in helping me achieve those 165 
obligations all for the benefit of NYSDA, our members, the Profession of Dentistry, and 166 
of course, the public we serve.   Finally, thank you to every Suffolk County member, Bill 167 
and Carol, Dr Markowitz, my staff and of course, Jacob, Allie, and Ann for being by my 168 
side through thick and thin.  I love you with all my heart.   169 

 170 

THANK YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE NYSDA AND TO BE YOUR 171 
PRESIDENT.  I am forever grateful and humbled.   172 


