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Report of the Council on Dental Health Planning and Hospital Dentistry 
 

Since the last House of Delegates meeting, the Council on Dental Health Planning and Hospital 1 
Dentistry met by video conference on October 8, 2021 and April 1, 2022. Minutes of these 2 
meetings are on file in the NYSDA office, and have been distributed to the Board of Trustees, 3 
component presidents, presidents-elect, executive directors and council chairs.  4 
 5 
Special Needs Dentistry Legislative Whitepaper:  The legislative whitepaper authored by 6 
Drs. Tegtmeier and Rozdolski was reviewed by the Council. Challenges associated with access 7 
to care for the IDD patient population were discussed. Dr. Rozdolski explained the intent of the 8 
whitepaper was to provide a platform to promote the need to increase access to hospital 9 
operating room availability for adults with IDD, while identifying the need for specialized training 10 
for this population. Funding support is being requested for advanced training in the form of 11 
fellowships at the six New York State Academic Dental Centers. NYSDA provided a letter in 12 
support of increased access to care and specialized training, while clarifying the need for more 13 
fiscal study. 14 
 15 
NYS Department of Health (DOH):  Dr. Dionne Richardson, dental director, Division of Family 16 
Health, NYS Department of Health (DOH), provided an overview of the state’s oral health 17 
programs. DOH has developed “The Healthy Teeth, Healthy Child Oral Health Toolkit” to 18 
address oral health literacy and early intervention in pediatric primary care. Dr. Richardson 19 
provided NYSDA with oral health kits to distribute to the Council. An opioid toolkit is currently in 20 
development which will provide resources to support opioid prescribing alternatives. Available 21 
funding to help support community water fluoridation was also discussed. 22 
 23 
Hospital Program Reports:  The Council discussed the ongoing challenges associated with 24 
the pandemic, including workforce shortages and the increase of mental health/well-being 25 
issues among residents. NYSDA staff pointed out that mental health resources are available on 26 
NYSDA’s website. OR access continues to be a concern for some hospitals, as is the closing of 27 
several dental clinics in upstate New York.  28 
 29 
Delays in the licensure process were discussed at both of the Council’s meetings. Although the 30 
delays were ultimately resolved last fall, after NYSDA’s intervention, concern remains that this 31 
would be a reoccurring problem.  32 
 33 
Nomination of Council Chair:  The Council voted unanimously to recommend Dr. Sean 34 
McLaren of the Seventh District Dental Society to incoming NYSDA President Dr. James E. 35 
Galati for consideration for appointment to the position of Council Chair from June 2022 to June 36 
2023. If approved, this will be Dr. McLaren’s second and final year as chair. 37 


