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Report of the Council on Dental Education & Licensure 
  
The NYSDA Council on Dental Education & Licensure met via Zoom on October 1, 2021, March 1 
3, 2022, and March 25, 2022. Minutes of these meetings are on file in the NYSDA office, and 2 
were distributed to the Board of Trustees and component presidents, president-elects, executive 3 
directors and council chairs.  4 
 5 
Dental Assisting & Dental Hygiene 6 
The NYSDA block anesthesia bill (A.7754-A / S.6694) was split into two bills. The block 7 
anesthesia bill for dental hygienists became A.9478-A/S.6994-B and was passed in the 8 
Assembly and the Senate in March 2022. The dental assisting bill, A.7754-C (McDonald), which 9 
allowed registered dental assistants to place and remove temporary restorations, passed the 10 
Senate and the Assembly in March 2022.  11 
 12 
Education 13 
NYS dental schools have started to return to pre-COVID regulations. They are still having 14 
trouble getting patients into the clinics. Students are affected by this because they are having a 15 
tough time meeting requirements before graduation.  16 
 17 
Continuing education for licensure was adjusted to allow 100% self-study during COVID. SED 18 
originally stated that would end in July 2022, but SED has since extended the deadline to the 19 
end of 2022.  20 
 21 
Lead Apron Use 22 
NYSDA put forward the first piece of legislation requiring the use of lead aprons, to protect 23 
patients from radiation. In recent years, the NYS State Board of Dentistry started looking into 24 
the need for lead shields, as some experts said they were no longer needed to protect 25 
reproductive organs because modern X-ray equipment is designed to concentrate the X-rays far 26 
more effectively than older equipment. CDEL has asked for the reports from NYSDOH experts 27 
to review the information. It will discuss again at its fall 2022 meeting before giving an opinion 28 
on the subject.  29 
 30 
Licensure 31 
The council spent considerable time at its fall meeting discussing delays in licensure. Members 32 
spoke with Dolores Cottrell, who informed them that the delays were caused by staff attrition 33 
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and ongoing administrative infrastructure issues. By the time the council met in the spring, the 34 
SED appeared to be more caught up, but Dr. Cottrell recommended making sure that residents 35 
fill out form 5R correctly, because that seems to be the biggest issue causing delays.  36 
 37 
SED Licensure Amendment Proposal 38 
The State Education Department has informed NYSDA of three CODA-accredited dental 39 
specialties that do not qualify for licensure in NYS because they do not have clinical 40 
requirements. CDEL reviewed all the information and decided that removal of the wording 41 
“clinically based” from the dental licensing law would help students enrolled this year obtain their 42 
licenses.   A bill has been introduced in the Senate (8808) and Assembly (9967) to remove the 43 
wording. The council decided after having this conversation that it needed to take a deeper look 44 
into PGY-1 and reevaluate the best requirements for licensure.  45 
 46 
Special Order of Business 47 
The council held an emergency meeting in March to review the transfer of NYSED to the 48 
NYSDOH, which was in the governor’s proposed budget. The council waited for the Assembly 49 
and Senate versions of the budget to be released. They removed the proposed transfer, so the 50 
council decided not to give an opinion on the matter.  51 
 52 
Nomination of Council Chair 53 
The Council voted unanimously to recommend Dr. Joseph Gambacorta of the Eighth District 54 
Dental Society to incoming NYSDA President Dr. James E. Galati for consideration for 55 
appointment to the position of Council Chair from June 2022 to June 2023. If approved, this will 56 
be Dr. Gambacorta’ s first year as chair. 57 
 58 


