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Report of the Council on Dental Benefit Programs 
 

The Council on Dental Benefit Programs met by video conference on September 27 and 1 
December 21, 2021, and on April 4, 2022. Minutes of these meetings are on file in the 2 
NYSDA office, and have been distributed to the Board of Trustees, component 3 
presidents, presidents-elect, executive directors and council chairs. 4 
 5 
New York Health Act: At the request of NYSDA leadership, the Council reviewed 6 
A.6058, the New York Health Act, at its December 2021 meeting. The Council 7 
expressed concerns relating to the administration and funding of the program, 8 
inadequate provider reimbursement, and quality and access to care. Although several 9 
members were in favor of the concept of a single-payer health system, they were not in 10 
favor of the program proposed in A.6058. The Council opposes a single-payer 11 
healthcare system at this time. 12 
 13 
Senate Bill S.8299: The Council on Governmental Affairs asked for the Council’s 14 
opinion on S.8299. The bill would amend the insurance and public health laws to 15 
exempt healthcare professionals from preauthorization requirements when their 16 
requests for a particular healthcare service are regularly approved. The exemptions 17 
would be for a period of six months. 18 
 19 
The Council was split as to how beneficial this legislation would be for dental providers. 20 
While some members thought it would be beneficial, others felt it would be more 21 
favorable for medical providers. Another concern focused on keeping track of which 22 
companies have granted preauthorization exemptions. The Council decided it would be 23 
best for NYSDA to monitor S.8299 for now.  24 
 25 
Insurance Complaints: An overview of insurance-related complaints received by 26 
NYSDA was reviewed. Complaints involving Cigna and payment delays were the most 27 
frequent. Ms. Donnelly pointed out that once NYSDA intervened, the issues were 28 
resolved promptly.   29 
 30 
Nomination of Council Chair: The Council voted unanimously to recommend Dr. 31 
Patricia M. Hanlon of the Suffolk County Dental Society to incoming NYSDA President 32 
Dr. James E. Galati for consideration for appointment to the position of Council Chair 33 
from June 2022 to June 2023. If approved, this will be Dr. Hanlon’s first year as chair. 34 



June 2022-H  313 
Council on Dental Benefit Programs 

REFERENCE COMMITTEE 
 

 35 
Virtual Credit Card Payments (VCC): An ad hoc committee was formed in response to 36 
passage of Resolution 18 at the 2021 House of Delegates meeting. The resolution was 37 
referred to the Council to research and develop an action plan for submission to the 38 
2022 HOD meeting. 39 
 40 
The ad hoc committee met several times and developed an action plan by conducting 41 
research of VCC legislation passed in other states and created a survey for NYSDA 42 
members. As a result, the committee presented a draft resolution for review at the 43 
Council’s April meeting. An appropriate resolution follows this report.  44 
  45 

Resolutions 46 
 47 

Resolution 9 / Appendix D&E 48 


