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Vaccine Administration by Dentists 
 
Background Statement: The COVID-19 pandemic has brought into sharp relief the benefits of 1 
an expanded role for dentists in disease prevention, including vaccine administration. As oral 2 
health is a vital part of total body health and wellness, the expansion of dental and medical care 3 
delivery integration is essential. Broadening the scope of practice of dentistry to include the 4 
administration of vaccinations will foster the integrated approach to care for patients and 5 
positively impact health outcomes for patients. 6 
 7 
With adequate training and preparedness, dentists will be able to provide immunizations at 8 
point-of-care delivery to prevent cancer and contain infectious disease outbreaks in their 9 
communities.  10 
 11 
Vaccination by dentists is supported by the following: 12 
  13 

1. Certification will be voluntary, not mandatory. 14 
 15 

2. Certifying dentists as vaccinators will enhance access to lifesaving vaccines at additional 16 
points of care. During the COVID-19 pandemic, dentists were identified as vaccinators at 17 
both the state and federal levels. 18 
 19 

3.  In November of 2020, the NYSDA BOT adopted an interim policy for vaccine distribution: 20 
 21 

Resolved, that it is the position of the New York State Dental Association that dentists, 22 
with the requisite knowledge and skills, who choose to do so, should be allowed to 23 
administer critical vaccines to increase medical capacity in times of declared local, state, 24 
or federal public health emergencies; and be it further, 25 

 26 
Resolved, that NYSDA supports the utilization of dentists who choose to participate to 27 
increase medical capacity during declared local, state or federal public health 28 
emergencies to include:  29 

1. Administering critical vaccines 30 
2. Performing FDA-authorized diagnostic tests to screen patients for infectious 31 

diseases 32 
3. Taking patient medical histories and triaging medical patients 33 
4. Performing other ancillary medical procedures and activities, as requested by 34 

medical personnel, to expand the nation’s surge capacity. 35 
 36 
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4.  The American Dental Association (ADA) supports dentists providing vaccinations. The 37 
2020 House of Delegates passed Resolution 91H-2020, which states: “dentists have the 38 
requisite knowledge and skills to administer critical vaccines to prevent life- or health-39 
threatening conditions and protect the life and health of patients and staff at the point of 40 
care,. The ADA also approved Resolution 20H-2020, which supports dentists as volunteers 41 
in public health emergencies, including administering vaccines. 42 

 43 
5.  According to the ADA, eight states currently allow dentists to administer vaccines: 44 
California, Illinois, Minnesota, New Jersey, Oregon, Indiana, Wisconsin and Tennessee (see 45 
Appendix A). 46 

 47 
 6.  Dentists are trained and skilled in administering injections.  48 

a. Intraoral for local anesthesia administration. 49 
b. Intramuscular injections in performing treatment with sedation.  50 
c. Extraoral injections, used in the treatment of TMD. 51 
d. Botox and dermal fillers, provided they are performed as part of restorative dental 52 

treatment plans. 53 
 54 
7. The overall rate of new cases of oral cancers has risen, specifically oropharyngeal 55 
cancers associated with an HPV infection in both men and women. According to the 56 
American Cancer Society, most recent estimates for oral cavity and oropharyngeal cancers 57 
in the U.S. for 2022 are roughly 54,000 new cases and 11,230 deaths. Overall, the lifetime 58 
risk of developing oral cavity and oropharyngeal cancer is approximately 1 in 60 (1.7%) for 59 
men and 1 in 140 (.71) for women.  60 
 61 
8.  An ADA Clinical Evaluators Panel survey indicated that while only 2% of respondents are 62 
currently administering vaccines, 55% of respondents are willing to administer COVID-19 63 
and influenza vaccines. 64 
 65 
9.  There is precedent in New York State for practitioners, other than medical providers, to 66 
administer vaccines. Since 2009, licensed pharmacists can administer some vaccines as 67 
part of their official scope of practice. 68 

a. In accordance with NYS Education Law, pharmacists are authorized to administer the 69 
following vaccines to patients 18 years of age or older:  zoster, pneumococcal, 70 
meningococcal, tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis.  For patients 2 years of age or older, 71 
pharmacists may administer influenza vaccines. 72 
b. Training is based on national education standards for immunization training from the 73 
CDC.  74 

 75 
Accordingly, the following resolution is submitted for consideration: 76 
 77 
Resolved, that NYSDA adopt policy that would allow dentists with appropriate training to 78 
independently prescribe and administer vaccines to patients who are 18 years of age or older, 79 
intended to prevent or reduce the transmission of a life-threatening disease; and be it further, 80 
 81 
Resolved, that vaccinations include human papillomavirus (HPV), influenza, SARS-CoV-2 and 82 
emergency medications related to a declared public health emergency.  83 
 84 

Appendix A 85 
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Board Comments: The Board supports the ability of dentists in New York to be able to 86 
prescribe and administer certain vaccines to their patients.  Our training and our treatment 87 
schedules make dentists ideal providers of these vaccinations.  Therefore, the Board support as 88 
official Association policy.  We do understand there may be opposition to legislation to make this 89 
law but it is a worthwhile goal worth of our efforts. 90 

 91 
BOARD RECOMMENDATION:  VOTE YES  92 

BOARD VOTE: 
name yes no abstai

n 
abse

nt 
name yes no abstai

n 
abse

nt 
name yes no abstai

n 
abse

nt 

Cuomo X    Jacobo X    Palmaccio X    

Edwards X    Jhaveri X    Ratner X    

Essig X    Jonke X    Tota X    

Galati X    Casper-Klock X         

Hanley X    Madonian X    
  

   

Harrison X    Mauleon X    Res #5     

Henner X    Mindlin X         

 93 


